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In this pavilion built by Ranjit Singh this famous traveller William

Moorcraft stayed during his visit to the court of Maharaja in May 1820 on his
way to Turkistan where he died in 1825.
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In A.D. 1830 Maharaja Ranjit Singh hearing of the greivous exaction of
his officials, and of the unsatisfactory state of affairs sent General Ventura to
assess a portion of the disrict. His assessments affected the jeaka of
Rawalpindi, Takhtpari, Banda, Kuri, Mughal and Sayadpur. They were fair
and even light, but following on a period of much depression and over-
taxation it was with difficulty they were realised. Unfortunately the agents

who had to carry out these fiscal measures were rapacious and exacting and
gave the Lessess no chance.

Warned at last of increasing disaffection Maharaja Ranjit Singh

summoned the heads of tribes and villages to Lahore, treated them with
hospitality and distinction, fixed comparatively light assessments and sent

them back to their homes assured that what they had suffered was not at his
hands, but was the work of his officials. He conferred on them a still greater
benefit that even the light assessments, for he sent to realize from them Bhai
Dal Singh, a man of known integrity of character and amiable temper whose
name will long be remembred as a just and faithful steward.

"Punjab District Gazetteer, Vol : XXVIIIA. of Rawalpindi District 1907, on
page 203, PartA.
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